
48  Niagara Escarpment Views  •  autumn 2025

by Nicholl Spence

M
any years ago, 
I discovered 
a substrate 
that I adore 

playing with: resin! This 
material is fascinating, from 
the chemical reaction that 
happens when first mixing the 
two ingredients, to the final 
results that this incredible 
epoxy renders. Jewellery 
resin is a two-part product: 
resin and hardener and is 
mixed in equal parts. I started 
using it with everything. 
First, I incorporated it 
with items from nature. 

Resin has the wonderful 
ability not only to suspend 
an item within it, but also to 
illuminate such fine details 
as the veins in a leaf or flower 
petal. This is likely due to 
the fact that the resin, after 
curing, gives a wet-like, 
glass finish to the project. 

My first experience 
included suspending a piece 
of driftwood I had found in 
Burlington along the shores of 
Lake Ontario. I experimented 
with adding drops of food 
colour to the resin and once 
cured, I sliced cross sections 
of the suspended driftwood 
to make individual pendants. 

In the fall I gathered 
several acorn tops that the 
squirrels left behind after 

they’d foraged the nuts. Using 
a silicone bead mould, I filled 
the cavity with flower petals 
and then poured in the resin. 
Twenty-four hours later I had 
beautiful marble-like beads 
which housed my garden 
flowers. Using a piece of 
24-gauge wire, I threaded it 
through the bead, added an 
acorn top and then poured 
more resin over the top of it. 

I have also experimented 
with using resin to make 
furniture from nature. A 
friend gave me a four-inch 
slab from a fallen tree. The 
inner markings were beautiful 
and you could see how 
two young trees had once 
intertwined into a single. The 
slab was beautiful, but the 
chainsaw used to cut the 
section had made jagged, 
ugly gouges in the hardwood. 
Masking off the perimeter 
of the slab to create an edge 
where the resin would stop, 
I poured resin to create 
the tabletop. The result 
ended with the ugly gouges 
disappearing and the inner 
circles of the tree coming 
to life. This beautiful side 
table sits under my window 
where I display fresh cut 
flowers from my garden. 

Resin kits are readily 
available online or at your 
local craft store. You’ll want 
to purchase resin specifically 

n nature craft 

Suspended. Splendid! 

 Top of an acorn with dandelion suspended in a resin bead.

 Cross section of 
a piece of salvaged 

driftwood found 
along the bank of 

Lake Ontario.
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A fascination with animals. 

A love for a piece of rural land.

A domineering parent.

Gloria Hildebrandt explores her family’s 
property from pre-history through her 
childhood to her registering it as a 
nature reserve, protected in perpetuity.

The Gift of Land: 
Living With Nature, a memoir

for jewellery. Be sure to 
send us your pictures! 

Follow Along
You can find how-to tutorials 
on my YouTube channel  
@FarmhouseStudioOnFifth. 

Nicholl Spence is a freelance 
graphic designer who works 
from her rural farmhouse 
home office in Erin. Among 
her work is the design and 
layout for this magazine.
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 Resined tabletop made from a four-inch slab of a tree trunk.

A commissioned necklace made from 
dried rose petals. This client had dried 
a rose from his wedding bouquet and 
gave this custom necklace as a surprise 
to his wife on their anniversary.

Fabric+
Wool Shop
35 Sykes St. North
Meaford, ON
Tues.-Fri. 10am-4pm
Sat. 10am-2pm
519.538.4283

Representing Town and
Country Real Estate in

Wellington, Dufferin and
South Simcoe Counties.

1-800-360-5821

154-B Mill St, Creemore

info@suzannelawrence.ca

Agostino’s 
Fine Foods

CATERING  (15% OFF NEXT ORDER)  
COFFEE • HOT TABLE
Monday-Friday: 8am-6pm 

Saturday:8am-6pm  |  Sunday: 8am-4pm
905-584-0880

15935 Airport Road, Caledon East

Let’s Indulge

78 First St. Orangeville, ON L9W 2E4
519-942-8113

Come give us a visit at  
148 Mill St. in Creemore

705-466-5621 
CreemoreBakery.ca

Linda’s CraftiqueLinda’s Craftique
CROCHETING 

KNITTING 
ASHFORD 

WEAVING LOOMS
Your ultimate yarn shopping destination

386268 20 Sideroad, Mono  L9W 6V3
at Hwy 10, just 11 minutes N of Orangeville

519-941-6759 
www.lindascraftique.com


